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  	The National Library web archive is currently down due to IT issues. This means some of our older publications and reports will be unavailable during this temporary outage.
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Professional advice

        


        
          
        Decisions made by professionals may affect Scotland’s nature and landscapes. Our advice and guidance can help to steer any actions positively.


  

        

      

    

  


              



    

              
            
      

  
                



      


  
        

      
      
        
          
Scotland's Biodiversity 

        


        
          
        Discover how Scotland’s distinctive biodiversity – from its abundant species to its rich and varied landscape – is important both nationally and internationally.


  

        

      

    

  


              



    

              
            
      

  
                



      


  
        

      
      
        
          
Licensing

        


        
          
        
NatureScot deal with almost all species licensing in Scotland, including non-native species licensing. We can also license out-of-season muirburn for certain purposes.




  
        

      

    

  


              


  
    
              
            
      

  
                



      


  
        

            
        
          
Funding and Projects

        

        
          
        Do you know we offer funding for projects that supports the natural heritage across Scotland? Discover more ...


  

        

      

    

  


              



    

              
            
      

  
                



      


  
        

      
      
        
          
Climate change

        


        
          
        Our climate is already changing. We must all take action to mitigate and help nature adapt to climate change impacts that are now unavoidable.


  

        

      

    

  


              



    

              
            
      

  
                



      


  
        

      
      
        
          
Natural Capital

        


        
          
        Natural capital is a term for the habitats and ecosystems that provide social, environmental and economic benefits to humans.


  

        

      

    

  


              



    

              
            
      

  
                



      


  
        

      
      
        
          
Nature-based solutions

        


        
          
        We’re working hard to help people and nature mitigate, and adapt to climate change.


  

        

      

    

  


              



    

              
            
      

  
                



      


  
        

      
      
        
          
Information hub

        


        
          
        Explore our information library, Scotland’s nature publications, current research projects, interesting blogs and fascinating podcasts.


  

        

      

    

  


              



    

              
            
      

  
                



      


  
        

      
      
        
          
Enjoying the outdoors 

        


        
          
        Scotland’s great outdoors is yours to explore. Find ways to enjoy our incredible landscapes and wildlife and get closer to nature.


  

        

      

    

  


              


  
    
              
            
      

  
                



      


  
        

            
        
          
NNRs and Nature Reserves - Visit our nature reserves

        

        
          
        NNRs and Nature reserves. Visit and be inspired by the amazing landscapes and wildlife of our reserves across Scotland.


  

        

      

    

  


              



    

              
            
      

  
                



      


  
        

      
      
        
          
Placemaking and Green Infrastructure

        


        
          
        Find out how nature can help create better and more resilient places.
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      Farming with nature: seven ways to boost biodiversity on farms

      
      
In this episode of the podcast we chat with Rob Drummond, NatureScot's Farming with Nature Project Officer, who is also a farmer, and Robert Dale, who manages Lochhouses Farm in East Lothian. We discuss the importance of increasing biodiversity, nature habitats, and species on farms and crofts.


Follow our 10 ways to make space for nature in winter.


Listen to past episiodes of the Make Space for Nature podcast.

  
    


  


      

  
    
      
      

  
              



      


  
    


    
      Be a responsible dog walker

      
      
Even a well-trained dog can scare other animals and people.


Keeping your dog in sight and under control is the best way to avoid upsetting others, injuring livestock and disturbing wildlife. If in doubt, use a lead.


Get tips on responsible dog walking and find out more about the Scottish Outdoor Access code. 
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      Seagrass planting programme 
  


        
          
      
Funding boost announced for a new partnership to protect and restore Scottish seagrass meadows.
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      Women in STEM
  


        
          
      
On International Women's Day we're highlighting that over 50% of STEM focussed jobs in Peatland ACTION are held by women.
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      Scotland’s nature champions search!
  


        
          
      
The RSPB Nature of Scotland Awards 2024 are now open for entries.

  
        


                  
             
      News - 26 February
  
          

              


    

  


      


  
    

              
          
      

  
                



      


  
        

      
      

        
      Remarkable 1924 adder publication
  


        
          
      
Roddy Maclean ‘reviews’ the remarkable 1924 publication by Lewisman Norman Morrison – in his day the foremost authority on adders.
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      Support for Scotland's pollinators
  


        
          
      
A new report states people around Scotland are doing more than ever to help save threatened bees, moths and hoverflies.
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      Leabhar iongantach mun nathair-nimhe 
  


        
          
      
Ruairidh MacIlleathain a’ toirt sùil air leigheasan traidiseanta à leabhar mun nathair-nimhe a nochd ann an 1924.
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